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elcome to Phoenix, Arizona, and the 2014 International Conference on
Forensic Nursing Science and Practice. With respect and gratitude, we
acknowledge the native tribes of the state of Arizona for sharing this
stunning land with us.
Nestled in the beautiful Sonoran Desert, our conference site offers spectacular views
of mountains and desert as we expand our knowledge, renew old friendships, forge
new connections, and share our passion for forensic nursing science. Since 1995,
this conference has been the professional highlight of my year.
Please join your elected representatives, your Association staff, and your colleagues
from around the globe in participating in the workshops and scientific research and
clinical sessions, and attending the keynote addresses. Our keynote speakers this
year are Claudia Bayliff (Raped or “Seduced”? How Language Helps Shape Our
Response to Sexual Violence), Rebecca Campbell (panel on the Detroit Sexual
Assault Kit Action Research Project: Lessons Learned in a Multidisciplinary
Collaboration), David Lisak, (The Next Wave: Male Survivors of Childhood Sexual
Abuse), and Colleen Varcoe (Structural and Interpersonal Violence: Nurses CAN
Make a Difference at Individual, Organizational, and Social Levels). Come and
listen as they share their expertise and insight with us.
Under the sound leadership of Dolores (Dee) Krebs, the 2014 Conference Planning
Committee has selected an inspired variety of sessions and workshops to meet the
diverse and ever-expanding educational needs of our members and others who
choose to join us. The offerings include clinical skills workshops and sessions on
research for the practicing nurse, expert witness testimony, forensic psychiatric and
corrections, death investigation, and many more topics for forensic nurses working
in our unique and dynamic specialty.
Phoenix offers ample opportunities for your “off hours” enjoyment as well: Savor
the Southwestern and Hispanic art at the Phoenix Art Museum, which is the largest
art museum in the Southwest USA; explore the Desert Botanical Garden, featuring
the natural beauty of the desert plants and a butterfly pavilion; and experience
the intriguing exhibits at the Heard Museum of Native Cultures and Art. Other
options include playing on the golf course or relaxing by the pools of our scenic
conference site. Did I mention the food?! Whatever you do, please consider inviting
a Conference “first timer” to join so you may add to your global network of forensic
nursing peers.
During the Conference, please also reach out to your elected representatives; you
can identify them by their Conference badges. Please do not hesitate to share with
them the wonderful work you are doing in spreading your knowledge and passion
for forensic nursing in your community, your state/province, and your country.
They—and I—want to hear from you!
I look forward to greeting you in person in Phoenix!
All my best,
Sheila Early, President, IAFN
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The Purpose of the

conference is to put state-of-the-art
science into action and create best
practices for forensic nursing around
the world and across the lifespan.

Objective 1

Apply knowledge of forensic
nursing care across the lifespan.

Objective 2

Identify resources for supporting
forensic nursing care across the
lifespan.

Objective 3

Recognize sources of knowledge
for evidence-based practice.

Objective 4

Compare and contrast innovative
forensic nursing practice skills
and strategies.

Objective 5

Support the advancement of global
forensic nursing practices.

Highlights
Awards Ceremony
Wednesday, October 22
9:00 am

Join us at the Opening Keynote as we honor the
recipients of the 2014 Association awards.

Business Meeting
Wednesday, October 22
12:45 pm – 1:45 pm

The Association belongs to you—the members!
Take this opportunity to find out how your
Association is serving you. The Association
President and President-Elect will give their
visions and set expectations for 2015.
Lunch will be provided.

Welcome/
New Member Reception
Wednesday, October 22
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm

All are welcome to mingle with the exhibitors
and welcome our new Association members
at this event. The Exhibit Hall will be open
Wednesday morning at 8:00 am through Friday at
3:15 pm and will include your favorite exhibitors
from past Conferences. The display of products in
the Exhibit Hall does not constitute endorsement
of those products by the Association.

Poster Presentations

Posters will be on display throughout the
Conference during Exhibit Hall hours. All poster
authors will be available for discussion and
questions during the Poster Presentations hour
scheduled from 8:00 am - 9:00 am on Friday,
October 24, in the Exhibit Hall.

Silent Auction

Friday, October 24
2:30 pm

(during the closing of the Exhibit Hall)

Bid on your dreams at this year’s Silent Auction!
Fabulous items will be on display during Exhibit
Hall hours! And remember—all proceeds benefit
the Association Foundation. To donate an item to
be auctioned, go to www.forensicnurses.org.

Thursday, October 23
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

DISSOLVE - A one-woman play, 16 characters,
and 45 minutes that could change a life!
Open to all

Ever woken up beside a stranger? What if
it were planned that way? Shameless Hussy
Productions presents the acclaimed onewoman, 16-character, theatrical tour de force,
DISSOLVE, by Meghan Gardiner. At turns
hilarious and heartbreaking, DISSOLVE
confronts the topic of drink-spiking and drugfacilitated sexual assault. Responding to interest
from schools and educators, this play has
already been touring to colleges, universities,
and high schools throughout North America for
a decade. DISSOLVE stars Jessie Richardson,
award-winning actress, Emmelia Gordon and is
directed by Renee Iaci.
More:www.shamelesshussy.com

Friday, October 24
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

PRIVATE VIOLENCE – A screening of the
documentary showcased at the 2014 Sundance
Film Festival
Open to all – Dress casually and comfortably

Private Violence, produced by Kit Gruelle,
provides an inside view into the lives of battered
women and what must be done to break the fear
and isolation that keeps them trapped.

We wish to thank and acknowledge the
following members who worked diligently
throughout the year to produce a scientific
program of the highest quality for
members and attendees.
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Denise Covington
Kim Day
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Cathy Koetting
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STAFF
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Bonnie Barsa
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Kim Day
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Marisa Raso
Membership Director
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Office Manager
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Project Director,
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www.forensicnurses.org
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Opening

Luncheon

Wednesday,
October 22

Thursday,
October 23

9:00 - 10:45 am
Structural and Interpersonal
Violence: Nurses CAN Make
a Difference at Individual,
Organizational, and Social Levels
Presenter: Colleen Varcoe

Forensic nurses deal with the consequences of

violence daily, making a difference one
person at a time. However, nurses can
contribute to social change more broadly
by understanding how interpersonal and
structural forms of violence are intertwined.
Integrating such understanding can ensure
that the social-structural dimensions and
diverse effects of violence are taken into
account. Drawing on a program of intervention research, this presentation will suggest
how nurses can affect change at all levels.
Lessons from nursing intervention research
can enhance the effectiveness of nursing
practice with individual patients, within
programs and organizations, and
within society.
Dr. Colleen Varcoe is a professor in the
School of Nursing at the University of
British Columbia. Her research focuses on
women’s health with emphasis on violence
and inequity, and the culture of healthcare
with an emphasis on ethics. Her completed
research includes studies of the interacting
risks of violence and HIV infection for rural
and Aboriginal women, rural maternity care
for Aboriginal women, ethics and health
policy and the health effects of violence.
Her current research includes studies to
promote equity in primary healthcare and
studies of a health intervention for women
who have experienced violence.
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1:00 - 2:45 pm
The Next Wave: Male Survivors of
Childhood Sexual Abuse
Presenter: David Lisak

Dr. David Lisak is a researcher and forensic
consultant who for 25 years has studied the
causes and consequences of interpersonal
violence. His work has focused on the
long-term effects of sexual abuse in men,
the relationship between child abuse and
violence, and the motives and characteristics of rapists.
Dr. Lisak has served as a consultant to
judicial, prosecutor, and law enforcement
education programs across the country,
and has conducted workshops in all 50
states. He consults widely with universities,
the four services of the U.S. Military, the
Department of Defense, and other institutions regarding sexual assault prevention
and policies, and frequently serves as an
expert witness in homicide and sexual assault cases. Dr. Lisak is a founding member
of 1in6, a non-profit agency that serves men
who were sexually abused as children.
Himself a survivor of childhood sexual
abuse, Dr. Lisak is one of three men profiled
in the 2010 documentary, Boys and Men
Healing, a Big Voice production directed by
Kathy Barbini.

Keynote Presentations
Luncheon

Luncheon

Friday,
October 24

Saturday,
October 25

12:45 - 2:15 pm

12:30 - 2:00 pm

The Detroit Sexual Assault Kit Action
Research Project: Lessons Learned in
a Multidisciplinary Collaboration

Raped or “Seduced”? How
Language Helps Shape Our
Response to Sexual Violence

Panelists:
Rebecca Campbell

Presenter: Claudia Bayliff

Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI

Tanya Abdelnour

Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office

Debi Cain

Michigan Domestic & Sexual Violence Prevention &
Treatment Board

Kim Hurst

Wayne County SAFE

Anne Kanitra

Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office
Sponsored by Michigan State University

The issue of unsubmitted sexual assault
kits (SAKs) is a growing national problem,
as numerous jurisdictions throughout the
United States have disclosed that they have
not been routinely testing rape kits for years.
Detroit, Michigan, is one such community,
with approximately 11,000 untested SAKs.
In April 2011, the National Institute of
Justice funded a multidisciplinary action research project to develop empirically-based
solutions to this problem. In this panel,
researchers and Detroit practitioners from
forensic nursing, law enforcement, prosecution, and victim advocacy will describe: the
scope of the problem in Detroit; research
findings on the underlying causes; the
development of a testing plan; the creation
of a victim-centered, trauma-informed
victim notification protocol; and key lessons
learned for Detroit and other jurisdictions.

When discussing sexual violence, we often
use the language of consensual sex to
describe assaultive acts or use euphemisms,
erotic, or affectionate terms to portray
violent acts. This language implies consent
and romance, rather than criminal acts.
In addition, we tend to describe violence
against women in passive terms, which
allows the perpetrators of this violence to
remain invisible and unaccountable. We
also use language that objectifies or blames
sexual assault victims. This interactive
session will explore the language of sexual
assault: how we talk about and write about
this crime. We will discuss specific examples of the language we use and explore
how to discuss sexual assault in a way that
more accurately depicts the crime.
Claudia J. Bayliff is an attorney and
educator with 25 years of experience working on issues related to sexual assault. She
is currently serving as the National Judicial
Education Program’s (NJEP) Project
Attorney, developing judicial educational
materials about sexual assault and helping
to implement a nationwide, comprehensive
plan for judicial education about sexual assault. She also consults with organizations,
civilian and military, to help them improve
their response to sexual violence.
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TUESDAY, October 21

4:00 pm-7:00 pm

Abbreviation Key
ADMIN / LEADER = ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEADERSHIP
DEATH INVEST = DEATH INVESTIGATION
GEN FOREN / LEGAL = GENERAL FORENSIC AND LEGAL
IPV = INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE
PEDIATRICS = PEDIATRICS
PSYCH / CORR = PSYCHIATRY AND CORRECTIONS
SAFE-ta = SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSIC EXAMINER TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
SANE = SEXUAL ASSAULT NURSE EXAMINER

Check-in / Registration Open

WEDNESDAY, October 22 – Separate Registration Required for Clinical Skills Labs
Check-in / Registration Open

8:00 am-5:00 pm

Exhibit Hall Open / Posters Available for Viewing

8:00 am-4:00 pm

Continental Breakfast

8:00 am-9:00 am

BLOCK 1

11:00 am-12:30 pm

9:00 am-10:45 am

GEN FOREN/LEGAL
SANE

(Code 3)

SAFE-ta

Elder Sexual Abuse

(Code 4)

IPV

Strangulation: What We See and What They Say

(Code 5)

2:00 pm5:00 pm

Advanced Anorectal Evaluation of the Sexual Assault Patient with Clinical Skills Lab
(Separate Registration Required)

(Code 6)

Sexual Assault Clinical Skills Lab
(Separate Registration Required)

(Code 7)

2:00 pm-3:30 pm

BLOCK 2

GEN FOREN/LEGAL
ADMIN/LEADER
PEDIATRICS

4:00 pm-5:30 pm

PSYCH/CORR

BLOCK 3

(Code 2)

Patient-Informed Care: Women’s C.A.R.E. (Coordinated Approach to
Recovery and Empowerment) Clinic

SAFE-ta

SAFE-ta
SANE
GEN FOREN/LEGAL
PEDIATRICS
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Nurse Faculty Review of SANE Cases for Quality Assurance, Research,
and Graduate Nursing Curriculum Improvement

(Code 1)

ADMIN/LEADER

SANE

7:00 pm-9:00 pm

“I Think I Was Assaulted Last Night”: State of the Science on AlcoholInduced Memory Loss

Annual Business Meeting (Lunch Provided)

12:45 pm-1:45 pm

CLINICAL
SKILLS LABS

Awards Ceremony / Keynote Address – Colleen Varcoe: Structural and Interpersonal Violence: Nurses CAN Make a
Difference at Individual, Organizational, and Social Levels

Building a 21st Century Model of Healthcare Delivery

Digital Filters and Alternate Light Sources: Research, Clinical
Applications, and Proceeding with Caution

Forensic Nursing’s Use of Grounded Theory to Educate in Unfamiliar
International Settings
Managing Non-Suicidal Self-Injury and Suicidal Intent in the
Adolescent Population

Legal Challenges to Forensic Nursing Testimony: Medical Hearsay and
Other Critical Pretrial Motions
Talking About Pornography: Discourse, Gender, and Risk in Secure
Care

(Code 8)
(Code 9)
(Code 10)
(Code 11)
(Code 12)
(Code 13)

Making the Connection Between Self-Care, Quality Care, and the Care
Provider’s Ethical Obligation to the Patient

(Code 14)

Violation of the Hippocratic/Nightingale Oaths: Healthcare
Professionals who Kill

(Code 16)

The Sexual Assault Examination in the Transgender Patient

What Do We Truly Know with Certainty About Infanticide and
Neonaticide?

Welcome and New Member Reception (All Registrants Welcome)

(Code 15)

(Code 17)

Conference Agenda
THURSDAY, October 23 – Separate Registration Required for Clinical Skills Labs
Continental Breakfast

8:00 am-9:00 am

Chapter Officers Meeting (By Invitation Only)

9:00 am12:00 pm

Check-in / Registration Open / Exhibit Hall Open / Posters Available for Viewing

7:30 am-9:00 am

CLINICAL
SKILLS LABS

8:00 am-4:00 pm

Advanced Anorectal Evaluation of the Sexual Assault Patient with Clinical Skills Lab
(Separate Registration Required)

(Code 18)

Sexual Assault Clinical Skills Lab
(Separate Registration Required)

(Code 19)

9:00 am-10:30 am

BLOCK 4

DEATH INVEST
SANE
ADMIN/LEADER
SAFE-ta
GEN FOREN/LEGAL

11:00 am-12:30 pm

BLOCK 5

SANE
SANE

Maximizing Your Publication Potential in the Journal of Forensic
Nursing

Navigating Military Justice: The Forensic Nurse’s Role as Witness and
Expert Consultant
Strangulation Assessment, Evidence Collection, and Documentation
Guidelines for Forensic Nurse Examiners: A Protocol

A Text-Messaging Program to Improve Medical Follow-Up for Patients
Receiving Sexual Assault Exams
Aging Changes in the Genitalia of Menopausal Women, or Is It
Evidence of Intentional Injury?

(Code 21)
(Code 22)
(Code 23)
(Code 24)
(Code 25)
(Code 26)

ADMIN/LEADER

Crafting a Career in Forensics - Turning Your Education and Expertise
into a Prized Career

(Code 27)

PEDIATRICS

Pediatric Strangulation: Medical Forensic Care and Case Studies

(Code 28)

SAFE-ta

The “Justice Gap” for Sexual Assault Victims: What Are We Going to
Do About It?

(Code 29)

3:00 pm-4:30 pm

ADMI/LEADER

BLOCK 6

Forensic Photography for the Sexual Assault Nurse: Covering the Basics
with Case Studies

(Code 20)

Luncheon Keynote - David Lisak: The Next Wave: Male Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse

1:00 pm-2:45 pm

GEN FOREN/LEGAL
PEDIATRICS
SANE
IPV
SAFE-ta
IPV
GEN FOREN/LEGAL

5:00 pm-6:00 pm

Forensic Nursing Response to Occupational Accident Investigations:
From the Vision to Practice

Building a Sustainable Medical-Forensic Program: A Team-Based
Approach

(Code 30)

Emotional Maltreatment and Child Neglect: Implications for the
Forensic Nurse

(Code 32)

Care of the Unconscious Patient

(Code 31)

Justice from Beyond the Grave and the Sixth Amendment

(Code 33)

Answering the Hard Questions About Sexual Violence

(Code 35)

Maricopa County Strangulation Program . . . Where Are We Now?
When the Storm Hits Home: A Domestic Violence Case Study
Courtroom Battle of the Experts—Forensic Nurse Versus the
Defendant’s Forensic Child Abuse Pediatrician

(Code 34)
(Code 36)
(Code 36A)

Chapter Meetings (Schedule to be posted in Phoenix)
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Abbreviation Key
ADMIN / LEADER = ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEADERSHIP
DEATH INVEST = DEATH INVESTIGATION
GEN FOREN / LEGAL = GENERAL FORENSIC AND LEGAL
IPV = INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE
PEDIATRICS = PEDIATRICS
PSYCH / CORR = PSYCHIATRY AND CORRECTIONS
SAFE-ta = SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSIC EXAMINER TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
SANE = SEXUAL ASSAULT NURSE EXAMINER

FRIDAY, October 24

Exhibit Hall Open / Posters Available for Viewing

8:00 am-9:00 am

Continental Breakfast / Poster Presentations

8:00 am-3:15 pm

Exhibit Hall Open (exhibits close at 3:15 pm)
Chain of Custody Announcements and Silent Auction Closing at 2:30 pm

9:00 am-10:30 am
11:00 am-12:30 pm

BLOCK 7
BLOCK 8

9:00 am-12:00 pm

Check-in / Registration Open

8:00 am-3:15 pm

WORKSHOPS

8:00 am-4:00 pm

12:45 pm-2:15 pm

Clinical Forensic Nursing Evaluation in the Strangulation Patient

(Code 37)

Forensic Nursing Application of Criminal Trial Testimony

(Code 38)

Research for the Practicing Forensic Nurse

(Code 39)

SANE-A Prep Course

(Code 40)

DEATH INVEST

Death by GHB, the Elusive Drug of Rape, Overdose & Murder

(Code 41)

SAFE-ta

How Can We Measure Our Impact? An Introduction to the SANE
Evaluation Toolkit

(Code 42)

SANE

Special Considerations for Adolescent Victims of Sexual Assault

(Code 43)

IPV

Strangulation Intervention as a Method of Homicide Prevention

(Code 44)

PEDIATRICS

Help Me Understand: Child Life Services for Child Victims of Abuse

(Code 45)

ADMIN/LEADER

Increasing Education and Collaboration Between Sexual Assault/
Domestic Violence Treatment Centres and Ontario’s Emergency
Departments

(Code 46)

ADMIN/LEADER
SANE

3:30 pm-5:00 pm

BLOCK 9

The SANE Approach to Sexual Exploitation and Trafficking:
A New Medical Forensic Exam Model

(Code 47)
(Code 48)

Luncheon Keynote: Rebecca Campbell and Panel: The Detroit Sexual Assault Kit Action Research Project: Lessons Learned in a
Multidisciplinary Collaboration

GEN FOREN/LEGAL
PEDIATRICS
GEN FOREN/LEGAL
PEDIATRICS
SAFE-ta
SANE
SANE
ADMIN/LEADER
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Forensic Nurses as Change Agents: Implementation of the
NIJ SANE Toolkit

Finding Your Way: Ethical Dilemmas, Competing Loyalties and
Clinical Uncertainties

(Code 49)

In the Best Interest of the Patient or a Violation of Rights?

(Code 51)

Guess What Day It Is? Guess What Day It Is! It’s Case Review Day!

(Code 50)

Medical Child Abuse: Indications for the Forensic Nurse

(Code 52)

Informed Consent: Do We Really Understand What This Means?

TeleSANE: Using a Proven Method of Access to Expert Medical Care
Using Robot Technology

Tips and Pearls for Staying SANE During Your First Years in the Role

Training the Trainer: The Art and Science and Law of Public Speaking

(Code 53)
(Code 54)
(Code 55)
(Code 56)

Conference Agenda
SATURDAY, October 25
8:00 am-9:00 am

Continental Breakfast

9:00 am-10:30 am
10:45 am-12:15 pm

BLOCK 10
BLOCK 11

9:00 am-12:00 pm

Check-in / Registration Open

WORKSHOPS

8:00 am-2:00 pm

12:30 pm-2:00 pm

Obstruction of Justice by Health Care Professionals: Errors in the Forensic Evaluation of
Gunshot Wounds

(Code 57)

Ethical Dimensions of Forensic Nursing Practice

(Code 58)

SANE-P Prep Course

(Code 59)

The Role of the Medicolegal Death Investigator

(Code 60)

GEN FOREN/LEGAL

Human Trafficking: What Forensic Nurses Need to Know

(Code 61)

SAFE-ta

A National Protocol for Sexual Assault Forensic Exams 2nd Edition:
Updates for Practice

(Code 62)

SANE

Sexual Assault in the Military: What Do We Really Know About It?

(Code 63)

PEDIATRICS

What Is That?: A Look at Pediatric Sexual Abuse Differential Diagnoses

(Code 64

GEN FOREN/LEGAL

Finding Yourself in the Presence of a Miracle - One Forensic Nurse’s
Experience in Saving the Life of Brittany

(Code 65)

IPV

Increased Identification and Follow-Up of Intimate Partner Violence
Patients Through a Novel Staffing and Training Partnership

(Code 66)

DEATH INVEST

Medicolegal Death Investigation in Hospital Quality Assurance:
A Naturally Synergistic Collaboration

(Code 67)

PEDIATRICS

Pediatric Forensic Nursing: More than Just an Ano-Genital
Examination

(Code 68)

SANE

Realize, Recognize, and Respond: Adopting a Trauma-Informed
Approach

(Code 69)

SANE

Confronting the Problem of Sexual Assault: The Judge’s Role Inside and
Outside the Courtroom

(Code 70)

PSYCH/CORR

Forensic Nursing in Secured Environments

(Code 71)

Closing Keynote Luncheon: Claudia Bayliff: Raped or “Seduced”? How Language Helps Shape Our Response to
Sexual Violence
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Abstract Descriptions
Track Descriptions
New this year are icons representing the various
tracks that are being offered throughout the week.
Administrative & Leadership:

Sessions in this track promote professional and leadership skills for the
forensic nurse clinician, manager, administrator, or entrepreneur.

Death Investigation:

Sessions focus on death investigation, evidence collection, the nursing
needs of the decedent, family/witness survivors, and/or community/
social needs as they pertain to death investigation systems, death
investigation techniques, post-mortem assessment, and research.

General Forensic and Legal:

Sessions in this track will address nursing practice, forensic skills and
competencies, expert and lay testimony, the criminal and civil justice
system, consulting and marketing of forensic services, and collaboration
with other legal professionals to assist clinicians in delivering state-ofthe-art forensic care.

Intimate Partner Violence:

Sessions in this track will build on current skills and competencies to
improve the healthcare response to intimate partner violence and will
address prevention and intervention work and the roles nurses can play
in ending intimate partner violence.

Pediatrics:

Sessions describe innovative pediatric programs and promising practice
issues, concepts, or strategies in forensic pediatric nursing.

Psychiatry & Corrections:

These sessions highlight current issues in forensic psychiatric and
correctional nursing and the care of clients in these services, particularly
practice and policy issues on psychosocial, legal, physical, and mental
health matters related to this field.

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE):

Building on the forensic management and healthcare response to
patients who present for care following sexual assault/abuse, sessions
in this track will address innovations in service delivery, excellence in
patient care, and new research findings.

SAFE-ta:

These sessions are funded by the Office on Violence Against Women
(OVW) Grant No. #2011-TA-AX-K021. The opinions, findings,
conclusions, and recommendations expressed are those of the author(s) and
do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Justice, OVW.
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Wednesday, October 22 - 11:00 am - 12:30 pm
GENERAL FORENSICS & LEGAL: “I Think I Was Assaulted Last
Night”: State of the Science on Alcohol-Induced Memory Loss (Code 1)
This session will review the evidenced-based literature on high
and/or rapid alcohol consumption, memory blackouts, and
confabulation. Confabulations are memories of experiences
and events that never happened. Recent research demonstrates
that individuals who have experienced alcohol-induced blackouts tend to
use external resources to help validate their past experiences. In an effort to
“fill in the memory blanks,” these individuals may rely upon unreliable
sources, which may lead to false beliefs and false memories, which, in
turn, can result in unjustified criminal charges (based on memories of
forced sexual acts or intimate partner violence that might not have
occurred). Using simulated interviews, the presenters will model specific
interviewing techniques to help forensic examiners minimize confabulations when obtaining the medical/nursing history from patients who report
sexual assault and/or intimate partner violence.
Presenters/Authors:
Daniel Sheridan Barnes & Jewish College, Neskowin, OR
Jessica Draughon University of California San Francisco School of Nursing,
San Francisco, CA

SANE: Nurse Faculty Review of SANE Cases for Quality Assurance,
Research, and Graduate Nursing Curriculum Improvement (Code 2)
As a women’s health and family nurse practitioner (FNP) and a
faculty member who prepares future FNPs in the area of
women’s health, the presenter’s work as a sexual assault nurse
examiner (SANE) has positively influenced not only victims of
sexual assault but also the college community where she teaches. Conducting a chart audit of the first 111 SANE cases for a newly established sexual
assault center in rural northeast Georgia, the presenter provides evidence of
the benefits of collaboration in regard to research, practice, and education.
Presenter/Author: Ursula Pritham Georgia Southern University,
Statesboro, GA

ADMINISTRATIVE/LEADERSHIP: Patient-Informed Care: Women’s
C.A.R.E. (Coordinated Approach to Recovery and Empowerment) Clinic
(Code 3)
Sexual and domestic violence is associated with significant
health consequences. An opportunity to intervene early may
help prevent these consequences. Many patients leave the
emergency department unsure how to meet their medical and
psychological needs following an assault. In April 2010, the Women’s
C.A.R.E. Clinic was founded at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, using
trauma-informed and patient-centered care as its clinical framework. The
Institute for Patient- and Family-Centered Care (PFCC) describes
patient- and family-centered care as an approach to the planning, delivery,
and evaluation of healthcare that is grounded in mutually beneficial
partnerships among healthcare providers, patients, and families. This model
redefines the relationships in healthcare and restores dignity and control to
patients rather than imposing a prescribed paradigm of care. PFCC is an

approach to healthcare that shapes policies and models of care while
effectively improving patient outcomes, more efficiently using healthcare
resources, and increasing patient satisfaction. Using quality assurance
measures, including the voices of patients following an acute episode of
sexual assault or domestic violence, a model of care has evolved. The
model involves the use of text messages to coordinate services such as
primary care, infectious disease, advocacy, billing, psychiatry, social
services, and community agencies. Preliminary data reveals that patients
are more engaged and receptive to receiving services. Further research is
being developed to explore quality of life, innovative interventions, and
health outcomes.
Presenter/Author: Annie Lewis-O’Connor Brigham and Women’s Hospital,
Boston, MA

SAFE-ta: Elder Sexual Abuse (Code 4)
The United States Census Bureau estimates that, by the year
2050, adults age 65 or older will comprise 25% of the population. Although 3-5 million older adults experience some form of
abuse annually, sexual violence in this population is neither well
understood nor readily identified in healthcare. This session will focus on
the unique issues that older adult patients face when they are victims of
sexual violence, some considerations for healthcare providers, and various
options for conducting the medical-forensic examination process. To craft
an effective community response to sexual assault for this population,
collaboration with different community partners is critical.
Presenters/Authors:
Jennifer Pierce-Weeks International Association of Forensic Nurses,
Elkridge, MD

Bonnie Brandl National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life, Madison, WI
INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE: Strangulation: What We See and
What They Say (Code 5)
The large patient volume of patients in Maricopa County who
experienced strangulation during domestic violence enabled the
presenters to collect and review data on more than 1500
subjects from January 2013 to August 2014. This presentation
will review injury/symptom commonalities seen in this population,
including the specific placement of hands (or other method of strangulation), the approach used, the time lapse between assault and examination,
and the impact on the presentation of symptoms and injuries. Attendees
will review patient demographic data, such as the age of the patient, the
time in the relationship, and the history of prior abuse. Maricopa County
views this approach as a collaborative homicide prevention program.
Presenters/Authors:
Karyn Rasile Scottsdale Lincoln Healthcare Network, Scottsdale, AZ
Jill Rable Scottsdale Lincoln Healthcare Network, Scottsdale, AZ

Wednesday - 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm
CLINICAL SKILLS LAB: Advanced Anorectal Evaluation of the
Sexual Assault Patient with Clinical Skills Lab (Code 6)
The first 40 registrants will be accepted for this Clinical Skills
Lab. Registrants must fax proof of SANE adult/adolescent training
(certificate of completion) to 410-626-7804 within 48 hours of
completing registration online.
This advanced session in the clinical anorectal evaluation of the
patient who has been sexually assaulted is designed for already
trained sexual assault nurse/forensic examiners who seek advanced
assessment skills in the anorectal region. The laboratory will cover
a thorough review of anatomy and physiology, literature regarding
anorectal injury post sexual assault, and the use of anoscopy as an
assessment tool.
This session will be repeated Thursday.
Presenter: Tara Henry Forensic Nurse Services, Anchorage, AK
CLINICAL SKILLS LAB: Sexual Assault Clinical Skills Lab
(Code 7)
The first 40 registrants will be accepted for this Clinical Skills
Lab. Registrants must fax proof of SANE adult/adolescent training
(certificate of completion) to 410-626-7804 within 48 hours of
completing registration online.
This session is designed for already trained sexual assault nurse/
forensic examiners (SANE/SAFEs) who seek training in the performance of speculum examinations or precepted adult/adolescent sexual
assault examinations. Five students will be paired with an experienced
preceptor and gynecological teaching associates (GTAs) to practice
performing an external genital assessment, a speculum examination,
urinary catheter technique for hymen visualization, culture collection, and sexual assault evidence recovery. This session provides an
excellent opportunity for rural and tribal SANE/SAFEs to practice
their techniques and learn new ones.
This session will be repeated Thursday.
Presenter: Jennifer Pierce-Weeks International Association of Forensic
Nurses, Elkridge, MD

11

Abstract Descriptions
Wednesday, October 22 - 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm
SANE: Building a 21st Century Model of Healthcare Delivery (Code 8)
Technology holds promise as a vehicle to expand access to
forensic nursing care across the United States. Following a
national solicitation, one sexual assault nurse examiner
(SANE) program was awarded a $3.3 million grant to establish
the National TeleNursing Center to support clinicians in rural, tribal,
corrections, and military sites across the country in providing care to recent
survivors of sexual assault. This presentation will showcase a panel of
speakers from the agency that awarded the grant, the SANE program that
received the funding, and the clinicians from the hospitals that are caring
for patients using the support of the TeleNursing Center. The panel will
discuss the challenges of establishing the National TeleNursing Center, the
collaboration and buy-in required for success, and the opportunities and
hurdles that have arisen while providing real-time telenursing support. The
presentation will conclude with exemplars of anonymized case studies to
demonstrate this 21st century care delivery model.
Presenters/Authors:
Stacy Garrity The National TeleNursing Center, Newton, MA
Joan Meunier-Sham MA Department of Public Health, Boston, MA
Cheryl Re MA Department of Public Health, Boston, MA
Kristina Rose US Department of Justice, Washington, DC
Nanette Brown Department of Navy, Washington, DC
Karen Reilly Follin US Navy, Jacksonville, FL
Evelyn Quattrone US Navy, Twenty Nine Palms, CA
GENERAL FORENSICS & LEGAL: Digital Filters and Alternate Light
Sources: Research, Clinical Applications, and Proceeding with Caution
(Code 9)
This robust seminar will: (1) describe the use and application
of digital negative-invert filter technology to visualize injuries;
(2) discuss alternate light source research findings as related to
clinical forensic practice; and (3) open dialogue regarding
application and interpretation in the clinical setting and beyond.
Presenter/Author: Rachell Ekroos Center for Forensic Nursing Excellence
International, Henderson, NV

ADMINISTRATIVE/LEADERSHIP: Forensic Nursing’s Use of Grounded
Theory to Educate in Unfamiliar International Settings (Code 10)
Graduate forensic nursing education focuses on the care of
individuals; preparation for international work in socialecological systems is rare. Grounded theory exists to prepare
forensic nursing faculty who wish to work in unfamiliar
international settings. Using the theory entitled “Preparing for an Unfamiliar Setting” (Patterson, 2012), this session will reveal strategies for forensic
nurses who choose to work within unfamiliar communities outside the
United States.
Presenters/Authors:
Patricia Speck UTHSC College of Nursing, Memphis, TN
Diana Faugno End Violence Against Women International, Abby, WA
Ruth Downing Forensic Healthcare Consulting, Delaware, OH
Rosario Sanchez SANE - SART, Monmouth and Essex County, NJ
Joyce Williams Stevenson University, Owings Mills, MD
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PEDIATRICS: Managing Non-Suicidal Self-Injury and Suicidal Intent in
the Adolescent Population (Code 11)
The adolescent patient presenting with non-suicidal self-injury
(NSSI) thoughts or behaviour, although common, can be
challenging for the forensic nurse. Forensic nurses who work
with adolescents will benefit by gaining comfort in caring for
patients who exhibit this disquieting behaviour. This session will: 1) help
participants to better understand the motivations and function of NSSI in
adolescent survivors of trauma; 2) offer guidance in assessing for NSSI and
suicide intent; and 3) help providers distinguish between the NSSI and
suicide intent. Participants will learn assessment strategies and practical
approaches to managing NSSI behaviours, and will have the opportunity to
practice these interventions.
Presenter/Author: Judy Waldman Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto,
ON, Canada

SAFE-ta: Legal Challenges to Forensic Nursing Testimony: Medical
Hearsay and Other Critical Pretrial Motions (Code 12)
This session will cover legal issues that can impact the
testimony of forensic nurses. The speakers will discuss issues
such as Daubert, Frye, hearsay, and other common pretrial
motions.
Presenters/Authors:
Jenifer Markowitz Forensic Health Online, Alexandria, VA
Sasha Rutizer National District Attorneys Association, Alexandria, VA

Wednesday, October 22 - 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm
PSYCH/CORRECTIONS: Talking About Pornography: Discourse,
Gender, and Risk in Secure Care (Code 13)
The management of commercial pornography in high-secure
services for detained sexual offenders has emerged as a
clinical, ethical, and professional concern in the U.K.
Research attests to a relationship between sexually violent
media and sexually abusive male behaviour. Little of this,
however, has direct relevance to practitioners who engage therapeutically
with offenders in forensic settings, where estimating risk is a function of
“individual” rather than “public health.” The presenter conducted a
qualitative research study to critically explore the language use of forensic
nurses and detained patients regarding the clinical management of
pornography in a Personality Disorder Unit for sexual offenders. This
presentation will review the data collected and the results, including the
finding that an overtly masculine discourse dominates the institutional
culture and promotes gender inequality. Female nurse participants spoke
about being prevented from engaging with sexual offenders, surviving in a
“dangerous” environment, coping with the sexism of male nurses, and
struggling to maintain a professional identity. The presenter will discuss the
implications of these findings for caregivers, patients, and the institutions
in which they work or reside.
Presenter/Author: Dave Mercer The Directorate of Nursing, The University of
Liverpool, United Kingdom

SAFE-ta: Making the Connection Between Self-Care, Quality Care, and
the Care Provider’s Ethical Obligation to the Patient (Code 14)
Compassion fatigue can affect and ultimately impair the
healthcare practitioner and the systems we work to create. Signs
and symptoms include irritability, maladaptive coping, apathy,
poor performance, and distractibility. This is a predictable and
expected phenomenon in people who provide care to people, and in
particular, to those who serve the needs of patients who have been
traumatized. By understanding this concept, we can plan for, anticipate,
and mitigate its effects and ensure that the services we provide remain
compassionate, comprehensive, and coordinated.
Presenter/Author: Ecoee Rooney Ochsner Medical Center, Jefferson Highway
Campus, New Orleans, LA

SANE: The Sexual Assault Examination in the Transgender Patient
(Code 15)
The transgender population is at high risk for traumatization
and violence, and has a higher risk of sexual assault. As
examiners, we need to tailor our assessment and examination
to best meet the needs of our patients. This presentation will
discuss ways to improve the experience of transgendered patients by:
1) tailoring examinations to include respectful interpersonal communication strategies to illicit information, and 2) discussing medical transgender
care to improve patient outcomes and reduce potential trauma.
Presenter/Author: Ashley Smith Winnipeg Regional Health Authority, Health
Sciences Centre, Winnipeg, MB, Canada

GENERAL FORENSIC & LEGAL: Violation of the Hippocratic/
Nightingale Oaths: Healthcare Professionals who Kill (Code 16)
Murder of patients by healthcare providers presents a dichotomy of killing and caring. Learn what perpetrator
demographics, victimology, lethal methodologies, settings, and
motives can teach us about vocalizing suspicions; detecting
early warning signs; implementing intervention and prevention strategies;
and augmenting the successful prosecution of murder by the healthcare
provider. The session will identify the unique circumstances that enable a
healthcare professional to be a prolific and concealed serial killer. Case
studies will be used to provide a framework for presented content and to
enhance learning. We, as dedicated healthcare professionals, have a
fiduciary duty to protect and steadfastly uphold our pledge to “first do
no harm.”
Presenter/Author: Pamela Tabor Arkansas Children’s Hospital,
Little Rock, AR

PEDIATRICS: What Do We Truly Know with Certainty About Infanticide
and Neonaticide? (Code 17)
Child homicide remains a global problem with the highest rates
during the first year of life. Factors associated with infanticide
are complex and a paucity of evidence exists to guide healthcare providers in the identification of risk factors predictive of
which parents will murder their children during the first year of life. This
presentation will critically examine the current state of knowledge
regarding infanticide and neonaticide. The presenter will explore evidencebased recommendations for forensic practice through lecture, case reviews,
and discussion. The goal is to present strategies to identify and prevent
infanticides, neonaticides, and maternal filicides/suicides.
Presenter/Author: Eileen Owen-Williams Seattle University, University of
Arizona, Freeland, WA

Thursday - 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
CLINICAL SKILLS LAB: Advanced Anorectal Evaluation of the
Sexual Assault Patient with Clinical Skills Lab (Code 18)
The first 40 registrants will be accepted for this Clinical Skills
Lab. Registrants must fax proof of SANE adult/adolescent training
(certificate of completion) to 410-626-7804 within 48 hours of
completing registration online.
This advanced session in the clinical anorectal evaluation of the
patient who has been sexually assaulted is designed for already
trained sexual assault nurse/forensic examiners who seek advanced
assessment skills in the anorectal region. The laboratory will cover
a thorough review of anatomy and physiology, literature regarding
anorectal injury post sexual assault, and the use of anoscopy as an
assessment tool. This is a repeat of the Wednesday Clinical Skills Lab.
Presenter: Tara Henry Forensic Nurse Services, Anchorage, AK
CLINICAL SKILLS LAB: Sexual Assault Clinical Skills Lab
(Code 19)
The first 40 registrants will be accepted for this Clinical Skills
Lab. Registrants must fax proof of SANE adult/adolescent training
(certificate of completion) to 410-626-7804 within 48 hours of
completing registration online.
This session is designed for already trained sexual assault nurse/
forensic examiners (SANE/SAFEs) who seek training in the
performance of speculum examinations or precepted adult/adolescent
sexual assault examinations. Five students will be paired with an
experienced preceptor and gynecological teaching associates (GTAs)
to practice performing an external genital assessment, a speculum
examination, urinary catheter technique for hymen visualization,
culture collection, and sexual assault evidence recovery. This session
presents an excellent opportunity for rural and tribal SANEs to
practice their techniques and learn new ones. This is a repeat of the
Wednesday Clinical Skills Lab.
Presenter: Jennifer Pierce-Weeks International Association of Forensic
Nurses, Elkridge, MD

Thursday, October 23 - 9:00 am - 10:30 am
DEATH INVESTIGATION: Forensic Nursing Response to Occupational
Accident Investigations: From the Vision to Practice (Code 20)
The application of forensic nursing expertise is relatively new
in the field of occupational accident investigations. WorkSafeBC (Workers’ Compensation Board of BC) is the agency
mandated to investigate workplace injuries and fatalities in
British Columbia, Canada. Based on the vision of a forensic nurse working
as an Investigations Officer for this organization, the presenter will show
how this agency supported integrating forensic nursing expertise into fatal
and serious injury investigations in the workplace. This presentation will
follow the journey from the identification of a medical and forensic
medical knowledge gap through the implementation of a forensic nurse
specialist role and will include case examples of how forensic nursing
expertise can improve occupational accident investigation outcomes.
Presenter/Author: Colin Harris WorkSafeBC, Coquitlam, BC, Canada
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SANE: Forensic Photography for the Sexual Assault Nurse: Covering the
Basics with Case Studies (Code 21)
Photo documentation is becoming commonplace in sexual
assault nurse examiner programs. However, finding training to
meet the needs of forensic nurses and their patients may be
difficult. Using case studies, this presentation will cover the
basics of forensic photography to help the nurse understand the how and
whys. Topics will include: basic set up, camera setting modifications for
specific areas of the body, and best practice approaches for capturing
bruises and other injuries.
Presenters/Authors:
Trisha Sheridan Texas A&M University, Bryan, TX
Christine Ramirez Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service, Bryan, TX
ADMINISTRATIVE/LEADERSHIP: Maximizing Your Publication
Potential in the Journal of Forensic Nursing (Code 22)
Join the presenters as they share their experiences as authors,
peer reviewers, and editorial board members. Learn about tried
and true methods for surviving the peer review process,
strategies for revision and resubmission, and other tantalizing
writing trivia, with the ultimate goal of maximizing your publication
potential.
Presenters/Authors:
Cindy Peternelj-Taylor University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK, Canada
Angela Amar Emory University, Atlanta, GA
Karen Neill Idaho State University, Pocatello, ID
SAFE-ta: Navigating Military Justice: The Forensic Nurse’s Role as
Witness and Expert Consultant (Code 23)
This session will describe how to overcome the unique
challenges associated with providing testimony in military
court proceedings.
Presenters/Authors:
Jenifer Markowitz Forensic Health Online, Alexandria, VA
Sasha Rutizer National District Attorneys Association, Alexandria, VA
GENERAL FORENSICS & LEGAL: Strangulation Assessment, Evidence
Collection, and Documentation Guidelines for Forensic Nurse Examiners:
A Protocol (Code 24)
Intimate partner violence (IPV) is a widespread public health
issue in the United States, affecting millions of Americans.
Twenty-five percent of victims of IPV are strangled. In
addition, women who have experienced prior non-lethal
strangulation are seven times more likely to become victims of homicide.
To accurately identify these victims, professionals must be adequately
trained on the various signs, symptoms, and effects of strangulation.
Forensic nurse examiners (FNEs) are the professionals to fill this gap. For
her Doctor of Nursing Practice capstone project, the presenter developed a
protocol for strangulation assessment, evidence collection, and documentation guidelines for FNEs. This protocol includes a five-page instrument
titled Sturgeon’s SAVEcD Tool (Strangulation Assessment for Victims with
Evidence Collection and Documentation). Divided into sections, the tool
guides the FNE in documenting the victim’s description of the events,
asking specific and individualized questions, and assessing and describing
physical findings.
Presenter: Sally Sturgeon Institute of Clinical Forensic Medicine and Nursing/
Bellarmine University, Louisville, KY
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Thursday, October 23 - 11:00 am - 12:30 pm
SANE: A Text-Messaging Program to Improve Medical Follow-Up for
Patients Receiving Sexual Assault Exams (Code 25)
To improve medical follow-up for patients who had been seen
following sexual assault, the presenters developed an automated bidirectional text-messaging program. This session will
address the program’s content areas, the use of both automated
and free text responses, and the messages that prompted the patients to
send STOP participating messages. The presenters will demonstrate the
feasibility and acceptability of the program (using data on who agreed to
participate and who remained in the program for the full 35 days), compare
outcomes with other non-sexual assault nurse examiner text messaging
healthcare programs, and discuss the evaluation results and the lessons
learned.
Presenters/Authors:
Nancy Downing University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA
Pamela Terrill University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA
Richard Bogue University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA
Kelsey Deeds University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, Iowa City, IA
Eleanor Andersen University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA
SANE: Aging Changes in the Genitalia of Menopausal Women, or Is It
Evidence of Intentional Injury? (Code 26)
Distinguishing between diseases, conditions, environmental
effects, and intentional injury are difficult to impossible
without clear and concise evidence of intentional injury. How
does a forensic nurse interpret complex appearances in
menopausal women? Using mixed instructional methods and audience
participation, this presentation will provide a comprehensive overview of
the evaluation of menopausal female genitalia following a suspicion or
report of rape or sexual abuse.
Presenters/Authors:
Patricia Speck UTHSC College of Nursing, Memphis, TN
Diana Faugno End Violence Against Women International, Abby, WA
ADMINISTRATIVE/LEADERSHIP: Crafting a Career in Forensics Turning Your Education and Expertise into a Prized Career (Code 27)
Many nurses in the specialty seek to secure employment to
serve people affected by violence. Because forensic nursing is
such a new specialty with multiple opportunities, finding the
right career path can be dizzying. This presentation will help
guide colleagues in identifying a career path and then implementing the
steps to accomplish that goal.
Presenters/Authors:
Kathleen Sekula Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA
Alison Colbert Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA
Rick Zoucha Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA

PEDIATRICS: Pediatric Strangulation: Medical Forensic Care and Case
Studies (Code 28)
Pediatric strangulation can be difficult to identify in the
healthcare setting; clinicians may not be familiar or comfortable with the appropriate assessment and treatment for this
patient population. This session will discuss how strangulation
differs in the pediatric population and review current practice standards in
assessment, diagnosis, and treatment. The presenters will use pediatric
strangulation case studies to highlight patient presentation, patient and
caregiver histories, medical assessment and considerations, safety planning,
and legal case outcomes.
Presenter/Author:
Kim Nash Memorial Hospital; University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, CO
Megan Lechner Memorial Hospital; University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, CO
SAFE-ta: The “Justice Gap” for Sexual Assault Victims: What Are We
Going to Do About It? (Code 29)
For perpetrators, sexual assault is often a low-risk, high-reward
crime. Rapists expect to get away with their crimes and victims
expect that they will not be believed when they come forward.
Too often, both are right. Many of the rape law reforms from the
1970s have not produced their intended effects. Although reporting rates
have continued to rise, conviction rates have remained relatively static,
resulting in an increasing “justice gap” for sexual assault victims. Why is
this? Why, after spending millions of dollars on hiring and educating law
enforcement, prosecutors, judges, victim advocates, and medical providers,
are we still seeing this “justice gap”? This interactive session will explore
the concrete reasons why the “justice gap” exists for sexual assault victims.
More importantly, participants will discuss specific recommendations about
how we can work to close this gap.
Presenter/Author: Claudia Bayliff National Judicial Education Program Legal Momentum, Falls Church, VA

Thursday, October 23 - 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm
ADMINISTRATIVE/LEADERSHIP: Building a Sustainable MedicalForensic Program: A Team-Based Approach (Code 30)
One of the major challenges of sustainability and growth
within medical-forensic programs is the high rate of turnover
in staff and leadership. This presentation will outline a new
team-based leadership model that has successfully increased
staff buy-in and engagement at an urban forensic nurse examiner program.
The presenters will discuss the importance of staff investment to program
success. In addition, the session will describe the implementation of
innovative technology to increase communication, flexibility, and continuity not only within the leadership team, but program-wide. This leadership
team model and its core elements have strengthened the program to
better serve patients who experience intimate partner violence or
sexual assault.
Presenter/Author:
Jana Parrish District of Columbia Forensic Nurse Examiners, Washington, DC
Heidi Marcozzi District of Columbia Forensic Nurse Examiners, Washington, DC

GENERAL FORENSICS & LEGAL: Care of the Unconscious Patient
(Code 31)
In this session, learn about proposed legislation in Oregon that
defines caring for unconscious patients. Hear what forensic
providers from across the country think and feel about
collecting evidence when a patient is unconscious and the rare
circumstances in which this could be considered. Equip yourself with the
knowledge to have a well-rounded discussion about this topic on a
multidisciplinary level.
Presenters/Authors:
Robin Olafson Oregon Sexual Assault Task Force, Keizer, OR
Patti Kenyon Samaritan Health Services, Albany, OR
PEDIATRICS: Emotional Maltreatment and Child Neglect: Implications
for the Forensic Nurse (Code 32)
This concurrent session will allow attendees to participate in
an interactive session discussing two less explored forms of
child maltreatment: emotional maltreatment and neglect.
Using an audience response system, attendees will explore
complex cases.
Presenter/Author: Gail Hornor Nationwide Children, Cols, OH
SANE: Justice from Beyond the Grave and the Sixth Amendment
(Code 33)
This session’s case study presented a unique challenge to the
prosecutor; the older adult female victim died before the trial
and the cause of her death was unrelated to the assault. Her
family sought justice. No precedent for this case existed in the
State of Texas. Learn about the Sixth Amendment challenges in this case
and how, as a sexual assault nurse examiner, your documentation can
influence whether a case goes forward—even after the victim has died.
Presenter/Author: Kathleen Justice Sierra Medical Center, El Paso, TX
INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE: Maricopa County Strangulation
Program . . . Where Are We Now? (Code 34)
The protocol used in Maricopa County as a response to
strangulation in domestic violence is recognized as an
innovative solution to a devastating world health problem.
This multidisciplinary team presentation will discuss how the
program began, the challenges faced, and the growth that has occurred.
The forensic nursing profession depends upon inspired ideas and expanded
practice. Attendees will be encouraged to use the team’s experience to
implement the protocol in their own programs.
Presenters/Authors:
Karyn Rasile Scottsdale Lincoln Health Network, Scottsdale, AZ
Jill Rable Scottsdale Lincoln Health Network, Scottsdale, AZ
Chris Boyle Phoenix Police Department, Phoenix AZ
Adena Astrowski Maricopa County Attorney’s Office, Phoenix, AZ
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SAFE-ta: Answering the Hard Questions About Sexual Violence
(Code 35)
Rape deniers use two main strategies to argue that sexual
violence is not a serious problem: (1) they criticize rape
statistics as exaggerated, and (2) they claim that most rape
victims lie and that most reports of rape are false. Anyone who
does a public presentation about sexual violence or who talks about sexual
violence to any group of people is inevitably asked challenging questions
about false reports and rape statistics. We often struggle with how to
answer these skeptical questions effectively. This interactive session will
help participants formulate sound responses to these vexing questions.
Presenter/Author: Claudia Bayliff National Judicial Education Program Legal Momentum, Falls Church, VA

INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE: When the Storm Hits Home:
A Domestic Violence Case Study (Code 36)
The case study highlighted in this session involved a wife and
mother of four children who was a victim of domestic violence
for years. She endured heartache at the hands of mother nature
during Hurricane Ike, being forced from her home in Galveston, Texas. She then endured a different heartache at the hands of her
husband of 13 years when he physically and sexually assaulted her for
hours. The hurricane destroyed her home, but her husband nearly ended
her life.
Presenter/Author: Deborah Kleypas Baylor Scott & White Health,
Temple, TX

GENERAL FORENSICS & LEGAL: Courtroom Battle of the Experts Forensic Nurse Versus the Defendant’s Forensic Child Abuse Pediatrician
(Code 36A)
You are the treating clinician for a child where the chief
complaint is sexual abuse. You assess, treat, and discharge the
patient. Six months later, a subpoena arrives with your name on
it: You are being called to testify for the prosecution in the
criminal case. You learn that the defense team has acquired a forensic child
abuse pediatrician, but you have no idea if the physician is going to testify,
what he or she might testify to, or how you might compare as an expert
witness. This scenario happens all too often. However, the physicianversus-nurse battle of the experts is less a problem than you may think.
This session will identify the competing concerns in scenarios like the
above and present identifiable and concrete solutions from both a healthcare/policy perspective and a prosecutor’s legal perspective.
Presenters/Authors:
Sasha Rutizer National District Attorneys Association, Alexandria, VA
Jennifer Pierce-Weeks International Association of Forensic Nurses,
Elkridge, MD

Friday, October 24 - 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
WORKSHOP: Clinical Forensic Nursing Evaluation in the
Strangulation Patient (Code 37)
Strangulation is an act of interpersonal violence. Depriving the brain
of oxygen can result in fatal injuries. The medical and forensic evaluation of a victim of strangulation is critical to the successful criminal
prosecution of strangulation cases. This presentation will assist the
forensic nurse in understanding the physiological effects of strangulation, in documenting the signs and symptoms, and in recognizing
recent advancements in the medical and forensic evaluation of these
patients. The session will review best practices for the written, photo-,
and videographic documentation of these victims. To improve patient
safety and criminal prosecution, collaboration between healthcare and
law enforcement is critical in the evaluation and investigation
of strangulation.
Presenter: Bill Smock Police Surgeon, Louisville Metro Police Department,
Louisville, KY

Clinical Professor of Emergency Medicine, University of Louisville School of
Medicine, Louisville, KY

WORKSHOP: Forensic Nursing Application of Criminal Trial
Testimony (Code 38)
This workshop is aimed at developing and improving testimony skills
grounded in nursing science, current practice standards, and existing
research. Discussions and exercises will examine the breadth of the
role of the nurse expert in preparing for and providing testimony
at the criminal trial, including pretrial consultation, expert report
writing, and ethical and effective testimony. The workshop will
also include conversations about working with both prosecution
and defense; creating a fee schedule for services; and unique issues
related to the military court martial. Participants should expect a
highly interactive session.
Presenters: Jenifer Markowitz Forensic Health Online, Alexandria, VA
Sasha Rutizer National District Attorney’s Association, Alexandria, VA
WORKSHOP: Research for the Practicing Forensic Nurse (Code 39)
Appropriate for nurses with beginner-to-intermediate experience with
using research to inform practice, this workshop will offer a basic
overview of research concepts, methods, and designs. The goal is to
enable the participant to thoughtfully analyze and discuss research
findings in his or her everyday practice. The workshop will review
strategies for optimizing a literature search and discuss guidelines on
how to appropriately critique a study and synthesize findings from a
group of studies. Nurses who practice as expert witnesses and want to
enhance their research critique skills will benefit, as will nurse managers who are responsible for leading evidence-based practice changes.
Presenter: Carolyn Ziminski Pickering Michigan State University,

East Lansing, MI

WORKSHOP: SANE-A Prep Course (Code 40)
Identify strengths and weaknesses and guide your preparation for the
SANE-A® certification examination. This is a solid review for any
candidate who plans to take the SANE-A® examination in 2015.
Presenter: Cyndi Leahy Winchester Medical Center, Winchester, VA
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INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE: Strangulation Intervention as a
Method of Homicide Prevention (Code 44)
Strangulation may cause life-threatening internal trauma, even
DEATH INVESTIGATION: Death by GHB, the Elusive Drug of Rape,
with no external visible injuries. Current research describes the
Overdose & Murder (Code 41)
lethality of these injuries and suggests that, with proper
Gamma hydroxybutyrate (GHB) remains one of the most
multidisciplinary collaboration, homicides may be prevented.
difficult drugs to capture due to rapid dissipation, difficulty in
Presenters/Authors:
both testing procedures and analysis of test results, and a
persistent lack of awareness. Based on a backdrop of data from Ruth Downing Forensic Healthcare Consulting, Delaware, OH
Daniel Rincon Scottsdale Police Department, Scottsdale, AZ
more than 400 GHB-related death cases, more than 3500 GHB addiction
cases, and hundreds of drug rape and driving while under the influence
scenarios, the session will provide new insight into the interpretation of
GHB in death investigations.
Friday, October 24 - 11:00 am - 12:30 pm
Presenter/Author: Trinka Porrata Project GHB, Mesa, AZ

Friday, October 24 – 9:00 am – 10:30 am

SAFE-ta: How Can We Measure Our Impact? An Introduction to the
SANE Evaluation Toolkit (Code 42)
Sexual assault nurse examiner (SANE) programs possess the
potential to affect a wide array of outcomes, yet measuring their
impact can be challenging. SANE program managers may not
believe they have the skills or expertise to conduct their own
evaluation or the resources to engage an external evaluator. The SANE
Evaluation Toolkit was designed to equip SANE programs with the
necessary tools and information to conduct their own evaluation so that
they may better understand, document, and improve their work. This
workshop will introduce the basics and benefits of evaluation for SANE
programs. It will then showcase the SANE Evaluation Toolkit, a step-bystep guide for SANE practitioners on how to evaluate their programs’
impact on criminal justice system outcomes. Participants will leave this
session with a foundational understanding of the SANE Evaluation Toolkit
and how to implement it in their own community.
Presenters/Authors:
Jessica Shaw Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI
Rebecca Campbell Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI
SANE: Special Considerations for Adolescent Victims of Sexual Assault
(Code 43)
Adolescence is an exciting, scary, and tremulous time;
adolescents experience dramatic changes in physical appearance, family relations, peer relations, and sexuality in a short
period of time. National data shows that, of any age group,
adolescents and young adults have the highest rates of rape and other
sexual assaults. Research shows that adolescent victims of sexual assault
are more likely to have used alcohol or drugs at the time of the assault, less
likely to exhibit physical injury, and more likely to delay seeking medical
treatment. Sexual assault during childhood and adolescence is associated
with increased risky behaviors and mental health problems. Understanding
adolescent growth and development will give the sexual assault nurse
examiner insight into why adolescents sometimes do the things they do.
The presenter will also discuss case studies and special considerations and
challenges in conducting the adolescent sexual assault examination.
Presenter/Author: Jan Wiebe Children’s Mercy Hospital, Kansas City, MO

PEDIATRICS: Help Me Understand: Child Life Services for Child Victims
of Abuse (Code 45)
This presentation will illustrate the ways in which Child Life
Specialists can help alleviate the stress and anxiety that the
child, the caregiver(s), and oftentimes, the practitioner may
experience in relation to abuse evaluations, and in particular,
the forensic examination. Using case demonstrations, this session will
illustrate the benefits of using a Child Life Specialist during forensic
examinations. More importantly, the presenters will teach attendees
strategies and child life interventions for engaging with the child and the
caregiver in a developmentally appropriate manner in the event that a Child
Life Specialist is not available.
Presenters/Authors:
Ashley Richards Inova Fairfax Hospital, Falls Church, VA
William Hauda Inova Fairfax Hospital, Falls Church, VA
ADMINISTRATIVE/LEADERSHIP: Increasing Education and
Collaboration Between Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence Treatment
Centres and Ontario’s Emergency Departments (Code 46)
Given that most sexual assault nurse examiner/sexual assault
response team (SANE/SART) programs are the secondary
response for victims/survivors, it is essential that emergency
department staff members—as the first response—are educated
to provide sensitive, compassionate care to this patient population and
appropriately refer to the SANE/SART program.
Presenter/Author: Sheila Macdonald Women’s College Hospital, Toronto,
ON, Canada

Other Author: Mary Dempsey Brantford General Hospital, Brantford,
ON, Canada
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Abstract Descriptions
ADMINISTRATIVE/LEADERSHIP: Forensic Nurses as Change Agents:
Implementation of the NIJ SANE Toolkit (Code 47)
This session describes the experiences and findings from the
first site to implement the National Institute of Justice (NIJ)
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) Toolkit, which
assesses sexual assault criminal case outcomes as presented
by Dr. Rebecca Campbell at the 2012 IAFN International Conference.
To guide and encourage additional communities to use the toolkit, the
session will outline the toolkit program and its statistical package. The
presenter will also share the positive community changes that occurred in
the district attorney’s office, law enforcement agencies, sexual assault
response team, and the state crime laboratory following the release of the
NIJ SANE toolkit.
Presenter/Author: Julie Valentine Brigham Young University, Provo, UT
SANE: The SANE Approach to Sexual Exploitation and Trafficking: A
New Medical Forensic Exam Model (Code 48)
The focus of this presentation is to move beyond what we
know about sexual exploitation and trafficking and apply this
knowledge to a new best practice medical-forensic examination
model. Learn techniques for positive patient interactions,
including how to identify potential victims and how to discuss the sensitive
subject of exploitation so to provide comprehensive care.
Presenter/Author: Pamela DeWitt-Meza Hennepin County Medical Center,
Minneapolis, MN

Friday, October 24 - 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
GENERAL FORENSIC & LEGAL: Finding Your Way: Ethical Dilemmas,
Competing Loyalties and Clinical Uncertainties (Code 49)
Forensic nurses at all levels of practice encounter concerning
situations perceived to be ethical dilemmas. At times, the need
for concern may not be realized until after the events have
occurred and an opportunity for appropriate action is no longer
available. Acknowledging the concern is important; unfortunately, the
source of the concern may be misidentified and the issue mislabeled.
Correctly identifying the concern as an ethical dilemma, clinical uncertainty, or conflicting loyalty is a fundamental step toward developing a
strategy for resolution. As a profession that holds human worth and dignity
as core values, an understanding of these concepts is essential to best serve
patients.
Presenter/Author: Rachell Ekroos Center for Forensic Nursing Excellence
International, Henderson, NV

PEDIATRICS: Guess What Day It Is? Guess What Day It Is! It’s Case
Review Day! (Code 50)
This interactive session will use case studies and audience
participation to review normal findings that are mistaken for
sexual abuse and findings seen with trauma in children and
adolescents. The presenter will use video and photographic
images to discuss subjects such as: how to describe a finding when you are
thinking “what the heck is that?”, frequently misused terms, and what to do
if you are unsure what the finding is or what it means. The session will
include some “stump the examiner” cases with unusual examination
findings. This fast-paced session will have something for everyone,
regardless of your experience level.
Presenter/Author: Jan Wiebe Children’s Mercy Hospital, Kansas City, MO
GENERAL FORENSICS & LEGAL: In the Best Interest of the Patient or
a Violation of Rights? (Code 51)
A call comes in from the local trauma centre. The police
request that the sexual assault nurse examiner (SANE) collect
forensic evidence on two women who were found unconscious
in a hotel room. There is suspicion that they have both been
sexually assaulted. Neither woman has regained consciousness at the time
of the request. Should the forensic evidence be collected? As SANEs, we
have yet to reach a consensus on guidelines for treatment related to
evidence collection for patients who cannot provide their own consent.
Collecting forensic evidence from a patient who is unable to provide
consent presents an ethical dilemma, which can be viewed as both a second
violation of the patient’s rights or as preserving the patient’s choices,
power, and control.
Presenters/Authors:
Amen Idahosa Women’s College Hospital, Toronto, ON, Canada
Sheila Macdonald Women’s College Hospital, Toronto, ON, Canada
PEDIATRICS: Medical Child Abuse: Indications for the Forensic Nurse
(Code 52)
Medical child abuse is a specific type of child maltreatment in
which a child receives unnecessary and harmful (or potentially
harmful) medical care at the instigation of a caretaker. This
unnecessary medical care results because the caregiver is either
fabricating, inducing symptoms, or a combination of both. The healthcare
provider is often challenged in diagnosing a child with medical child abuse.
Many times, the symptoms reported in this type of abuse are similar to
those seen in child physical abuse and child sexual abuse. This session will
equip the participants to recognize the difference.
Presenter/Author: Katharine Doughty Nationwide Children’s Hospital,
Columbus, OH

SAFE-ta: Informed Consent: Do We Really Understand What This
Means? (Code 53)
Informed consent is one of the overarching issues that affect all
patients whom forensic nurses see. Ensuring that we can
adequately explain the examination in language that the patient
can understand is only a small part of the process of obtaining
informed consent. This session will focus on how to obtain consent, how to
document consent, and how to facilitate discussions about declination.
Presenters/Authors:
Claudia Bayliff National Judicial Education Program - Legal Momentum, Falls
Church, VA

Kim Day International Association of Forensic Nurses, Elkridge, MD
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SANE: TeleSANE: Using a Proven Method of Access to Expert Medical
Care Using Robot Technology (Code 54)
A solution exists to the dilemma of providing best practice care
to patients who have been sexually assaulted and who live in a
rural area. Technology enables remote evaluations of patients,
including forensic evaluations and evidence collection in the
patients who have been sexually assaulted. With the collaboration and
support of many, the presenters developed such a program to provide the
care that this vulnerable and often forgotten patient population has always
deserved.
Presenters/Authors:
Thesese Polak Providence St. Vincent Hospital, Portland, OR
Heidi Lindner Providence St. Vincent Hospital, Portland, OR
SANE: Tips and Pearls for Staying SANE During Your First Years in the
Role (Code 55)
This session will offer tips and pearls for colleagues who seek
to help new sexual assault nurse examiners (SANEs) thrive in
this challenging and fulfilling role. This interactive session is
geared toward new SANEs as well as managers and leaders
who have a vested interest in their SANEs’ success. The strategies will
benefit any sized program, but will particularly assist programs with low
patient volumes and a small number of SANEs—programs where gaining
skills and experience may be a challenge.
Presenters/Authors:
Ellen Johnson Regions Hospital, St Paul, MN
Kristi Jarvis Regions Hospital, St Paul, MN
Paula Johns Regions Hospital, St Paul, MN
Alicia Revering Regions Hospital, St Paul, MN
ADMINISTRATIVE/LEADERSHIP: Training the Trainer: The Art and
Science (and Law) of Public Speaking (Code 56)
Public speaking is a skill that should be cultivated. Whether
teaching a forensic nursing course, providing clinical updates
to colleagues and peers at a continuing education session, or
lecturing at an international conference, the ability to craft a
talk that educates, enlightens, and motivates your audience is
key. This interactive session will provide concrete strategies on how to
improve your skills as a speaker and educator; discuss common ethical and
legal pitfalls, such as non-attribution and misappropriation of content; share
practical methods for creating and delivering material (from abstract to
outline to visual representation of information); and identify ways in which
we can mentor colleagues as they cultivate their own capacity as public
speakers/trainers.
Presenters/Authors:
Jenifer Markowitz Forensic Healthcare Online, Alexandria, VA
Sasha Rutizer National Center for the Prosecution of Child Abuse, Alexandria, VA

Saturday, October 25 - 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
WORKSHOP: Obstruction of Justice by Health Care Professionals:
Errors in the Forensic Evaluation of Gunshot Wounds (Code 57)
In many circumstances, justice requires a multidisciplinary approach
between law enforcement and clinical forensic nursing. Both need
to eliminate myths and understand that these cases depend upon the
accurate determination of an entrance versus an exit wound, range
of fire, and a bullet’s path. An exit wound is not always larger than
an entrance wound. Failure by healthcare professionals to correctly
evaluate and interpret gunshot wounds or collect evidence can have
profound implications on legal proceedings, including the obstruction
of justice for the victim, and potentially, the suspect. This presentation will review the science of ballistics and apply it to living victims
of gun violence.
Presenter: Bill Smock Police Surgeon, Louisville Metro Police Department,
Louisville, KY

Clinical Professor of Emergency Medicine, University of Louisville School of
Medicine, Louisville, KY

WORKSHOP: Ethical Dimensions of Forensic Nursing Practice
(Code 58)
Attendance at this course is limited to the first 50 registrants.
What are our obligations when introducing new technologies such
as alternate light source? How do we proceed when the patient is
unconscious? What do we do when conflicting expectations exist
between the patient, hospital personnel, and law enforcement
officers? These everyday practice ethical dilemmas will be discussed
during this workshop. Attendees will engage in an informative and
practical dialogue about the ethical dimensions of our practice—and
explore different scenarios, identify reasons for concern, and review
internal/external factors that influence action/inaction.
Presenter: Rachell Ekroos Center for Forensic Nursing Excellence

International, Henderson, NV

WORKSHOP: SANE-P Prep Course (Code 59)
Identify your strengths and weaknesses and guide your preparation
for the SANE-P® certification examination. This session will offer
a robust review for any candidate who plans to take the SANE-P®
certification examination in 2015.
Presenter: Jan Wiebe Section of Child Abuse and Neglect,

Kansas City, MO

WORKSHOP: The Role of the Medicolegal Death Investigator
(Code 60)
A medicolegal death investigator is authorized to investigate sudden,
unexpected, and violent death. After receiving the initial death call
information, he or she determines the extent of the investigation.
This workshop will prepare attendees to identify laws that govern
reportable deaths, appreciate the importance of conducting a highquality death scene investigation and external body examination;
notify the decedent’s family; and better communicate case information
to fellow forensic scientists.
Presenter: Mary Fran Ernst St. Louis County Medical Examiner’s Office,

St. Louis, MO
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Abstract Descriptions
Saturday, October 25 - 9:00 am - 10:30 am
GENERAL FORENSICS & LEGAL: Human Trafficking: What Forensic
Nurses Need to Know (Code 61)
Human trafficking (HT) is an increasing and universal
phenomenon that calls for enhanced awareness from both the
general public and a variety of professional disciplines. In spite
of its increased global occurrence, however, few courses or
academic programs are available to those who want to learn more about it.
To address the many aspects, causes, and consequences, several things
need to occur, chief among them educating people and increasing awareness of what human trafficking is. This presentation will equip participants
with the information and tools they need to understand the complexities of
HT: what it is, how to identify and treat victims, how to recognize
traffickers and their motivation, and what current resources are available to
victims. The session is geared toward anyone who seeks a broad and
inclusive foundation about HT either to increase his or her own edification
or to improve the care of victims of human trafficking (e.g., professionals
from various healthcare disciplines, especially forensic nurses who are
often the first line of defense for victims seeking help). The goal is to
provide necessary, accurate, and current information that will enable
learners to apply that knowledge both personally as well as professionally
in their respective areas of employment.
Presenter/Author: Donna Sabella Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA
SAFE-ta: A National Protocol for Sexual Assault Forensic Exams 2nd
Edition: Updates for Practice (Code 62)
The National Protocol for Sexual Assault Medical Forensic
Examinations: Adults/Adolescents recommends guidelines for
healthcare professionals, law enforcement and criminal justice
professionals, and victim advocates. Providing comprehensive,
compassionate, victim- (or patient-) centered care is at the heart of this
guiding document. This session will discuss the latest updates to the
Protocol and highlight some of the challenges that forensic nurses and
other team members can overcome.
Presenter/Author: Kim Day International Association of Forensic Nurses,
Elkridge, MD

SANE: Sexual Assault in the Military: What Do We Really Know About
It? (Code 63)
Sexual assault in the military is a topic that receives a great
deal of attention these days—from the media, Congress, and
the general public. A recent Google search for the topic yielded
more than 9,000,000 hits. Unfortunately, much of what is
presented is either inaccurate or misleading. To effectively respond to
sexual assault in the military, we must first have accurate information about
the nature of the problem. Sexual assault in the military presents unique
characteristics, which are critically important to understand if one works in
this field. This session will present accurate, research-based information on
sexual assault in the military: its unique dynamics and challenges. After
attending this session, forensic nurses will gain an enhanced understanding
of the particular characteristics of military sexual assault, equipping them
to better serve their military patients.
Presenter/Author: Claudia Bayliff Attorney at Law, Falls Church, VA
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PEDIATRICS: What Is That?: A Look at Pediatric Sexual Abuse
Differential Diagnoses (Code 64)
Using case reviews, this session will provide participants with
an enhanced understanding of pediatric sexual abuse differential diagnoses, including sexual abuse, accidental injury, and
disease processes. The presenters will examine selected cases,
focusing on patient presentation, patient and caregiver histories, medical
assessment and considerations, and safety planning in the pediatric
population.
Presenters/Authors:
Megan Lechner Memorial Hospital, University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, CO
Kim Nash Memorial Hospital, University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, CO

Saturday, October 25 - 10:45 am - 12:15 pm
GENERAL FORENSICS & LEGAL: Finding Yourself in the Presence of a
Miracle - One Forensic Nurse’s Experience in Saving the Life of Brittany
(Code 65)
This case presentation will describe how a young woman was
victimized in many ways due to her innocence and disability.
Brought to the emergency department by a “family member”
who did not want a homicide to occur in the apartment, the
patient was near death. The presenter will review the patient’s condition, her
hospitalization, recovery, and her reunion with her true family and baby boy.
Presenter/Author: Linda Kelly Greater Baltimore Medical Center, Towson, MD
INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE: Increased Identification and FollowUp of Intimate Partner Violence Patients Through a Novel Staffing and
Training Partnership (Code 66)
This session will detail the unique staffing pattern and training
strategy that has increased one hospital’s visits for intimate
partner violence (IPV) by 250 % in two years. In 2013, a
hospital in Ottawa changed its staffing structure by hiring six
emergency department (ED) nurses who had a minimum of two years’ ED
experience and were functional in all areas of the ED to lead the Sexual
Assault and Partner Abuse Program (SAPACP). To become competent and
confident in caring for victims of sexual assault (SA) and IPV, the nurses
received vigorous practical and theoretical training, have all passed
proficiency tests, conduct peer case review and ongoing module learning,
and practice under the scope of evidence-based policies and protocols that
detail recommendations regarding the timely provision of medical and
forensic care to patients who have been assaulted. Increased recognition of
the subtle signs of IPV, coupled with the nurses’ emergency medicine and
trauma training, has resulted in a large increase in the patients screened and
seen by the SAPACP team. Additionally, the visible presence and confidence of the SAPACP team has led to increased referrals to the service by
other ED nurses and physicians for both initial and follow-up visits.
Presenters/Authors:
Kari Sampsel The Ottawa Hospital, Ottawa, ON, Canada
Tara Leach The Ottawa Hospital, Ottawa, ON, Canada

DEATH INVESTIGATION: Medicolegal Death Investigation in Hospital
Quality Assurance: A Naturally Synergistic Collaboration (Code 67)
This advanced session—designed for forensic practitioners,
administrators, or forensic program managers—will provide
attendees with a foundation to establish, implement, and
evaluate a collaborative interprofessional initiative between
the medicolegal death investigation system and a hospital’s quality
department.
Presenters/Authors:
Stacy Drake HCIFS, Houston, TX
Sherhonda Harper HCIFS, Houston, TX
Dwayne Wolf HCIFS, Houston, TX

SANE: Confronting the Problem of Sexual Assault: The Judge’s Role
Inside and Outside the Courtroom (Code 70)
Judges have a tremendous impact on sexual assault cases at all
stages of the proceedings—from pre-trial hearings to jury
selection to sentencing—yet they have strict ethical constraints
about their participation in community-based educational
programs or organizations. This workshop will explore the
judge’s role in sexual assault cases and their ethical constraints. To
understand the difficult decisions judges must make, participants will be
given the facts of an actual sexual assault and have the opportunity to play
the role of judge in making decisions at various stages in the case.
Presenter/Author: Claudia Bayliff National Judicial Education Program -

PEDIATRICS: Pediatric Forensic Nursing: More than Just an Ano-Genital
Examination (Code 68)
Due to his or her specialized knowledge and skills, the
pediatric sexual assault forensic nurse is able to identify other
or overlapping forms of maltreatment. Just as in the sexual
abuse evaluation, certain physical findings of injury should
prompt the collection of historical data, examination of tissue and
interpretation of findings, assessment of growth and development,
consideration of a differential diagnosis, and effective interaction with the
legal system. This presentation uses real case examples to provide
participants with an overview of accidental versus nonaccidental injuries in
children, and demonstrates a standardized, evidence-based approach to the
medicolegal management of suspicious physical injuries.
Presenter/Author: Cyndi Leahy Winchester Medical Center, Winchester, VA

PSYCH/CORR: Forensic Nursing in Secure Environments (Code 71)
In recent years, forensic psychiatric hospitals and correctional
facilities have become healthcare havens for large numbers of
vulnerable, marginalized, and at-risk populations. Nurses
represent the largest group of healthcare professionals
practicing with forensic clients in secure environments.
Accepting the challenge to provide care in environments where healthcare
delivery is not the primary goal is fraught with perplexing clinical
problems, social issues, and moral dilemmas not commonly encountered in
more traditional practice settings. Participants will be invited to engage in
an interactive dialogue that examines the knowledge, skills, and clinical
judgment required of contemporary nursing practice in secure
environments.
Presenter/Author: Cindy Peternelj-Taylor University of Saskatchewan,

SANE: Realize, Recognize, and Respond: Adopting a Trauma-Informed
Approach (Code 69)
Trauma-Informed Care was borne of the realization that first
responders and the healthcare system unwittingly can revictimize patients who have experienced trauma, thus increasing the
long-term negative effects. This model of care enables the
caregiver to interact with the patient in ways that negate the adverse effects
of trauma. Medical education tends to approach the patient as one who has
a disease process. In contrast, trauma-informed care teaches the provider to
look at the patient as one who has experienced an adverse event. This shift
in thinking and understanding of the effect of trauma on victims is
imperative to prevent revictimization. To initiate the healing process,
caregivers must be aware of the impact of their actions. A patient may
misinterpret the provider’s standard questions, procedures, and even body
language, leading to a negative outcome from even the best intended
interventions. Simple interview techniques to de-escalate stress are
invaluable and active audience participation will help attendees learn these
techniques. The presenter will share basic concepts through lecture,
PowerPoint, class discussion, and demonstration, but most of the learning
will result from dynamic audience participation. Attendees will be invited
to explore their own reactions to stress, which will facilitate an understanding of trauma from a victim’s viewpoint and equip the provider with
strategies to help facilitate healing.
Presenter/Author: Kelli Clune Spartanburg Regional Hospital System,

Legal Momentum, Falls Church, VA

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Spartanburg, SC
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General Information

Airports

For attendees traveling by air, Phoenix Sky
Harbor International Airport is about 15 miles
(25 minutes) from the Pointe Hilton
Tapatio Cliffs.

Transportation Options

Car Rental: All major car rental companies
have rental counters in the airport terminal.

Phoenix Sky Harbor International
Airport Super Shuttle: $17 each way and
about a $40 cab ride.

Consent to Use of
Photographic Images
Registration and attendance at, or participation
in, International Association of Forensic Nurses’
(the Association) meetings and other activities
constitutes an agreement by the registrant to the
Association’s use and distribution (both now
and in the future) of the registrant or attendee’s
image or voice in photographs, videotapes,
electronic reproductions, and audiotapes of such
events and activities.

Free Internet Access

All Association attendees staying at the Pointe
Hilton Tapatio Cliffs will have complimentary
Internet access in their guestrooms as well as in
hot spots located throughout the hotel.

Mobile Meeting App

With MyItinerary, the Association’s new Mobile
Itinerary Planner, attendees will have the
option of using traditional meeting materials or
browsing and searching the meeting program
and creating a personalized itinerary with a
mobile App.

Getting To, From & Around
Phoenix – It’s Easy!

Hotel Accommodations

The Pointe Hilton Tapatio Cliffs has been designated as the official hotel for the International
Conference on Forensic Nursing Science and Practice. A group rate of $155 plus 17% tax has been
negotiated for attendees. A block of rooms has been reserved for the nights of Monday, October 20
through Saturday, October 25, 2014. Group rates will be honored for attendees three days prior to and
three days following the Conference as available.
Rooms at this special rate will be available as long as the hotel has space but will fill up quickly! To
book accommodations at the Pointe Hilton Tapatio Cliffs at the group rate, call the hotel reservation
desk at 800-876-4683 or 800-HILTONS, or book online at www.forensicnurses.org. Refer to group
code IAFN.

Student Registration Rate

A student registration rate is available to those who are currently enrolled in a primary nursing
program and have never held a professional nurse license or an RN enrolled full-time in an
advancing education program. If registering online, fax or email proof of full-time enrollment to
mraso@forensic nurses.org.

Cancellation Policy

Registration cancellations must be made in writing. Cancellation requests received on or before
September 10, 2014, will be refunded in full, less a $100 administrative fee. Cancellation requests
received between September 11, 2014, and September 24, 2014. will be refunded at 50% of the
registration fee. Refunds will not be made for cancellations after September 24, 2014, or for
participants who register but do not attend. No exceptions to this policy can be considered as funds
will then be fully committed to the production of the Conference. Transfer of registration fees to
another person may be done without penalty with notice given to the Home Office before October 10,
2014. Cancellation notices should be sent to: IAFN Home Office, 6755 Business Parkway, Suite 303,
Elkridge, MD 21075.

Payment Policy

No registrations will be processed unless accompanied by full payment. If a check is returned by the
bank for insufficient funds, full payment must be received by cashier’s check or money order and must
include an additional $25.00 for bank processing charges prior to the start of the Conference. Payment
must be received in US dollars.

Registration

More information will be sent to all registrants
as the Conference approaches.

The preferred method of registration is online at www.forensicnurses.org.
Mail: Complete registration form and send with payment. Your registration is not confirmed until
payment is received. If you are an organization, company, institution, or hospital registering a group
of attendees, please submit a separate completed registration form for each attendee. Receive a 10%
discount on a group of 4 or more early-bird or regular member registrations. All must be paid for
in one payment and registrations must be mailed, faxed, or called in.

Continuing Education

Confirmation

The International Association of Forensic Nurses
is accredited as a provider of continuing nursing
education by the American Nurses Credentialing
Center’s Commission on Accreditation.
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You will receive an electronic confirmation of your registration within 10 days of receipt of your
registration and payment.

Program Changes

The Association reserves the right to make necessary changes in speakers, topics, or schedule. The
most current program can be found at www.forensicnurses.org.

International Conference on Forensic Nursing
Science and Practice

Registration Form

October 22-25, 2014 Pointe Hilton Tapatio Cliffs Phoenix, AZ

Register ONLINE! It’s fast and easy!
www.forensicnurses.org

Please type or print legibly, using one form per attendee

Name_________________________________________________________ Email_____________________________________________
Employer______________________________________________________ Phone_ ___________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
State/Province_ ___________________

Postal Code _______________ Country___________________________________________

Conference Registration

Member

Non-Member

Early - Received by July 31, 2014

$525.00

$654.00

Regular - Received by Sept. 24, 2014

$550.00

$679.00

Onsite - Received by Sept. 25, 2014 thru onsite

$630.00

$759.00

If any special disability arrangements
OR an alternative meal plan is
required, please attach a note of
explanation.

Student (include proof of full-time enrollment)

$355.00

$355.00

Cancellation Policy

Amount

Special Needs?

See page 22 for full details of the

Daily Registration

Conference cancellation policy

Wednesday Only

$235.00

$265.00

Dietary Preference

Thursday Only

$235.00

$265.00

❏ Vegetarian

Friday Only

$235.00

$265.00

❏ Gluten-Free

Saturday Only

$235.00

$265.00

❏ Other

Student One Day (please indicate which day)

$160.00

$160.00

_________________________________

Clinical Skills Lab Per Day (Please multiply amount
by the number of days you wish to attend. See below for
more information.)

$150.00

$150.00

Special Events

_________________________________
_________________________________

New RATES!
Register ONLINE

TOTAL

(no additional charge)

❏ I plan to attend the Reception on Wednesday 10/22
❏ I plan to attend the Luncheon on Wednesday 10/22
❏ I plan to attend the Luncheon on Thursday 10/23

❏ I plan to attend the Luncheon on Friday 10/24
❏ I plan to attend the Luncheon on Saturday 10/25

Please check the
code numbers of the
Concurrent Sessions,
Workshops, or
Clinical Skills Labs
you plan to attend

25_ _____
26_ _____
27_ _____
28_ _____
29_ _____
30_ _____
31_ _____
32_ _____
33_ _____
34_ _____
35_ _____
36_ _____

01_ _____
13_ _____
02_ _____
14_ _____
03_ _____
15_ _____
04_ _____
16_ _____
05_ _____
17_ _____
✩ 06_ _____ ✩18_ _____
✩ 07_ _____ ✩19_ _____
08_ _____
20_ _____
(see agenda or abstract
09_ _____
21_ _____
descriptions for code numbering)
10_ _____
22_ _____
11_ _____
23_ _____
12_ _____
24_ _____

36A____		
37_ _____
38_ _____
39_ _____
40_ _____
41_ _____
42_ _____
43_ _____
44_ _____
45_ _____
46_ _____
47_ _____

48_ _____
49_ _____
50_ _____
51_ _____
52_ _____
53_ _____
54_ _____
55_ _____
56_ _____
57_ _____
58_ _____
59_ _____

60_ _____
61_ _____
62_ _____
63_ _____
64_ _____
65_ _____
66_ _____
67_ _____
68_ _____
69_ _____
70_ _____
71_ _____

Want the Member Rate?
Go to www.forensicnurses.org
Become a member and receive benefits all year long!

Please note there is an extra fee for the
Clinical Skills Labs ✩
✩ The first 40 registrants will be accepted.
Registrants must fax proof of SANE adult/adolescent
training (certificate of completion) to 410-626-7804
within 48 hours of completing registration online or
include with this registration form if submitting
via mail or fax.

Payment Options
Mail form and check to address listed on the right
Check #_____________
_____ Credit Card (Either mail, fax, or register online - www.forensicnurses.org/conference) (Make check payable in US
_____

❏ VISA

❏ MC

❏ AmEx

❏ Discover

dollars to IAFN. Please list
names of attendees on check.)

Credit Card #_______________________________________ Exp. Date__________ CID #_ ______
Name_____________________________________________ Amount US $____________________
(as it appears on card)

Signature__________________________________________ Phone__________________________
Billing Address_ ____________________________________________________________________

MAIL your registration
International Association of
Forensic Nurses
6755 Business Pkwy., Ste. 303
Elkridge, MD 21075
(410) 626-7805

FAX your registration
Complete form with credit
card information and fax to:
(410) 626-7804
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International Association of Forensic Nurses
6755 Business Parkway, Suite 303
Elkridge, Maryland 21075

Pointe Hilton Tapatio Cliffs

